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e Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, September 12. 1691. 


Queft. 1. Hicly of our Senfes can we beft {pare ? 
An{w. None of ‘em very well — 
for God and Nature have made 


nothing in vain: However we may make a Compari- 
fon becween ‘em, for there are Degrees in all Goods ex- 
cept the highe/t. Seeing is the pleafamte/t Senfe ~'tis a 
peeafent thing to bebold rhe Sun, and a fad thing to be Blind, 
as thofe poor Creatures tell us who are fo unhappy to 
be fo. ‘Yis befides, the frne/t, the purejt and moft [pi- 
ritual of all the Senfes, performing its Operations ra- 
ther by the Image of Matter than Mutter it felf. "Tis the 
Learned Senfe, tho’ herein "raring puts in for its Rival, 
and ‘cis the moft cerrain of all the reft, giving Occafion 
to that Proverb, Seezng’s Believing ; thd chis admits of 
limitation ; Reafon being required to aflift and regulate 
this as well as the other Sentes. Hearing has the molt 
delicate of any tenfible Pleafures for its Entertainment, 
namely, the Noble Art of Mufick, and is the moft /piri- 
tual of any Senile next to the fizht ; its Objed being Sound, 
and that only Air moved. This may in a great meaiure 
fupply the lofs of the fight, we having a multitude of 
Inftances of choie who have been excellent Scholars 
without their fight ; thé of very few, if any, who were 
born Deaf, who therefore muft be Dumb, and generally 
are very weak and foolifli, it being a difficult Matter 
to couvey any of our Notions to em, and indeed almoft 
unintelligible how it fhou'd be done, Natural Signs being 
fo few, and intufficient ro ground any thing like a Lan- 

age on. Tho’ yet even here there are Exceptions, 
ee thofe that are fo, are a fort of Prodigies in Nature. 
Nor can we tell what to fay to the fates in the Seraglio, 
until we know whether they were born (0. Tafting feems 
very convenient even for Life as well as the Comforts 
of it. The Fouch isthe moft neceffary of all the reft, for 
when that’s gone, Life's gone; and indeed the other four 
feem little elfe than this diverfify’d according to diffe- 
rent Objeds and Organs. For the Smelling, it’s a Senfe 
that appears to be given us on purpofe for the Brain 
to regale and refrefh it with agreeable Odours. How- 
ever, the inconvenience is but inconfiderable on the /o/s 
of ic, efpecially compared to chat of any of the others : 
We theretore conclude that this we might bester {pare 
than any of the reft. 

Queft. 2. What's the Definition of a Drunken man, and 
what degree of dvunkenne{s will render a man obnoxious to 
the Penalties of the Law ? , 
¥ Aa{w. The Definition of a drunken man is a Drunken 
Man, to call him by any other Name wou’d be an Abufe, 
for the Devil is not fo great a Foo), and a Beaft is a 
much more regular fort of Creature, and an{wers the ends 
of it’s Being. Astothe latter part of the Queftion, (to 
wit, What degree of Drunkenne(s will render a Man cbnoxieus 
10 the penalties of the Law?) Weantwer, The Law is by 
{0 :nuch the more perfect and pure, by fo much as ic has 
a nearer relation to the Law of God, but there all Intem- 
Perance and Excefs is forbidden; ’tis not che Quantity, 
for then, fome perfons wou'd never be drunk with dou- 
ble the ftint of others. A Man is truly and oper 
faid to be drunk, when he hath exceeded fo far as to 
impzir bis Heals, or prejudice bis Reafon 5 both which ca- 
fes are a little coo nice for our Law to lay hold on, for 
fome perfons are always mad, and fome are continu- 
ally fick, and pretences of the Caule of either may be 
faifly jae dy ; but a Drunken Man comes evidently 
under the penalties of the Law when he roars, (wears, 
vomits, quarrels, reels againft the Walls, tumbles inte the 
Channe!s, 8c. purely upon the account of Drink, and 
nothing elfe; "twou‘d be well if the penalties of the 
Laws were executed more, and talk‘d of le{s. : 

Queft. 3. Wi “er the Irith Fugitives shat received re- 
lief bere by way 0) Alms ( during their retreat ) will be o- 
mgd to make reftitution when reftor'd to their pofleffions; and 
Wf fo, bow, and te whom? 


Anfw. Alms is a Gift, and gift is free, and obliges no 
farther than Gratitude and Retribution, if ever the Cale 
fhou'd be revers’d, and perfons change Circumftances. 
Hence ‘tis hoped the Irifh will be always in our debe. 
and that we fhall never be fo miferableas to have occa 
fion of retribution, tho in the mean time we ought not 
tothink uncharitably of ‘em, as that they wou'd not 
have done the fame tous, Charity more rejoyces 4 true gt- 
ver, than an indigent receiver. . 

Queft. 4. Why fome People love Oyl and hate Olives, and 
why fome love Olives, and bate Oyl ? : 

Anfw. As to the difference of fome peoples Averfion 
to fuch or fuch things, as Cats, Eggs, &c. fee Vol. 3. N. 
10. Queft. 3. 

Queit. 5. What’s the Reafon that waking in the dead 
of Night I can perceive @ fort of 4 Light, whith vanifb- 
es in 4 Moment ? 

Anfw. “Tis only Fancy, for when you begin to make 
ule of your Reafon, you fee no fuch thing in earneft, 
The Occafion of it is this, The Medium of Obje&s 20 the 
Eye is Light: Now the Eye opening and going to a@, 
your Fancy goes along with it ; and ( you having not 
time to confider ) do fuppofe the Medium ready co find 
an Object by, which fuppos*d Medium, the Light, vdnifbes fo 
foon as you find your Error. 

Queft. 6. There is a fort of a furious little Blood- 
fucker call'd a Bugg : Pray what i the Realon that they 
fhou'd fall fo furiously upon a Stranger of the Fair Sex in 
one Night as to make ber Blind, and yet at the fame time 
be partial to ber tender-skin‘d Bed-tellow ; who is of the 
fame Sex, better in Health, and 4 Conftant Cuftomer ? 

Anfw, Purely for Variety‘s fake, and not out of any 
fpite to their New Pafture. Nor is it an uncommon thing 
in any Creatures to love Change in Feeding ; Fleas will do 
the fame, and leave their old Commons at any time for « 
New Supper, although thelr Dyet be much courfer and 
more unwholfome. 

Quelt. 7. Whether it bea fault in 4 wife man to be af- 
fected, and have 4 Complacency in bimjelf for baving made 
4 fine Haranzue ? 

Anfw. "Tis fuppos‘d that a wife man thinks, and there- 
fore ‘tis impoffible but he fhou‘d be affected with whar 
he {peaks ; but to ask whether a wife man (for thac 
looks like the latcer part of the Queftion) ean be guilty, 
of a folly, is incongruous, and is as much as to fay 
Whether 4 wife Man can be a wile Man and a Fool at one 
time ? but perhaps the Querift's fenfe was thus, Whe- 
ther a Man may aé prudently, if he has a Complacen- 
cy in himfelf for making a fine Harangue ? to which we 
Anfwer, That a// things are good or bad; if his Harangue 
was good and Moral, he had reafon to rejoyce at it, 
but he ought not to praife himtelf for it, but think of 
St. Paul's Oueftion, What bave we that we bave not reciv- 
ed ? If the Harangue was Wicked and Immoral, ( for 
Wit changes not its Nature, but rather makes it worje ) 
then the Cafe is quite alter‘d, and there's Occafion 
enough for Self{-regret and Difpleafure. 

Queft. 8. Having beard that there is a part of the He- 
brew Jolephus ftill extant in the Vatican at Rome, bus the 
Reverend Dr. Burnet doubting of it : I defire 10 know whe- 
ther that is a read part of it or not ? 

An{w, That hogenucns Great Man having doubted of 
the Report, we fhan’t pretend to give our Opinion af- 
ter him, unlefs in the fame Words ; for every one 
knows the great Learning be bas, ibe Inquifitivene/s of 
bis Nature, and the Opportunities he had to atis- 
fied of the reafonablenefs or unreafoneblenefs of the 
Relation, render‘d him as capable a Judge of it as any 
Perjon living. 

ft. 9. Since you bave given me the Encouragement of 

4 An{wer, upon a parvicular Relation of the Nature 
and O¢ of my Defpair, I pall here add, that 'sis she 
inks of Patents, nos allowing me Neceflarics ; Let 
te ebief; 


chiefy my Difcontent arifes from the hiding of Qod's Face 
from mie, and being deflisute of ali Senfe of his Mercy in my 

plications to bim. , 

we Ia further Anfwer to your Queftion, we add, 
That afuppofition of unkindneis from Parents in not al- 
lowing Weceflaries, may be as well an Error of your Fudg- 
ment as of theirs; and ‘tis much the likelier of the two; 
for nothing is ablolutely neceflary in this World, but a 
sacderate Comperency of Cloth and Bread ; as tor Expences, 
they are not very neceflary ainong{t Virtuous Compani- 
ons, who may either Coavertle privately, or ( which 
moft adds to the Happinets of Converle ) walking coge- 
ther, it the difpoficion of the Body will bear 1, and if 
Nature wou'd want Retrefhment in thofe Intervals, it 
may be prevented before hand. Take this tor an In- 
fallible Maxime, He rhat cannst be Content in 4 mean Con- 
dition, cannot be fatisfied ina great One ; fot ‘tis not the 
Condition which in its felf affords fatisfaétion, but a 
quiet, peaceful, refizning Breaft; it that be diforder‘d, all 
Enjoyments elie are only Nominal, and carry but a bare 
appesrance of good Bu: luppofe an unreafonablenets 
of the Parent in the above mentioned Cafe, you ought 
not to be difturb‘d, fince ‘tis the Performance of your own 
Duty shat is the Tet of your Happinels or Unbappire|s. Epicte- 
tus (that grea: Man, Lhad like to have jaid more ) dl- 
vides all things into 2 Claffes, viz. Such as are in out 
own Power, or juchas are out of our Dilpole. OF the 
firft he reckons up the Goeds of the Mind, as Learning, 
Meeknels, Temperance, Courage, 7c. Of the laft the 
Goods of Forturcc, ( with Chiiftians, of Providence ) as 
Preterments, Honours, Friends, Relations. we. Li we 
ave irregular in the firft, we have reafon to be difturb'd, 
but only to far as to take a greater Care for the future, 
and keep a nearer Wate! our fe.ves. If we are 
difturb‘da in che laft, by Lofles or Difappointments ot 
‘em, the Fault delerves I know not whether more Fi) 
or Ridicule; who cryes tor the Snow ‘tn Winter or the 
Heat in Summer ? or who's fo diftraéted as to pr mile 
himlelf to efcape Heath, the common Lor ot al! Man- 
kind. If you: Parents Unreatonablenefs 's out of your 
Power to alter, all chat you have to do is to carry 
your felf like a wife honeft Man, that is, Secure your own 
Duty, and not vex at Impofibrinies. As tor the other 
branch of your Diicontent, viz. Delpair of Geiss Mer- 
cy, tnd the biding bis Face from you, this tndeed is more 
afflicting to rational Beings than a Complicated heap of 
all che Mileries, Loffes, Conhnements, Difappotnrments, 
and every thing elfe chat we can give the Tisle of Horrvur ; 
for an Enjoyment of the {upream Good being our End, 
eur All, ( for whatever little Interefts we gralp at here, 
ave but faint refemblances of the great Original ) if we 
mils this we mi{s all, and all that we do is in vain ; nor 
1s there any thing elle that can make us happy, be- 
caute there muft be a proportion betwixt every Power ard 
ais Obje# ; we diftinguith not Sounds by the Eyes, nor 
Smells by the Ear, but remit every thing so its proper fenje. 
Now the Mind of Man, ftriétly {peaking being the Man, 
(for the Body differs oaly in its fhape from Brutes, being 
fenfusl, weask, 8c.) it muft have its adequate and pro- 
per Object too, which is God, if we fhou‘d lay the Serif- 
sure by, this may be prov‘d by Reafon; for the diflatista- 
€tion that a!l ocher Obje‘ts afford, fhows that the:e’s 
not a due proportion betwixt them and the Soul; for 
if fo, it wou'd fx there, and feek no further ; as the 
Needle touch’d with the Load-ftone is never at reft ’ril] 
1t meets with the Northern Pole, but then it fixes from 
farther Rambling; now che Defpair of meeting this great 
and only adequate Object, as in che prefent Cale, may 
well meet with the Ucmoft Horrour and Difcontent ; but 
in order to the regulation of the Querifts, and other Per- 
fons diftractions, chat may lye under the fame inquietude, 
we lay down the following Rules. 

1. That che Troubles tor want of fuch a Happinels, 
are the firft flep co the attainment of it. No Perion 
will purtue any thing, if che want of it wou'd not make 
him miferable. 

2. The fente of this Unhappinefs muft either be from 
the Spirit of God, or the fue geftions of the Deail ; if the firlt, 
cis an Argument of Sonfhip and Adoption, and ougtc to 
be fo received, with this Effect upon you, a greater 
Care and Encourage:nent in your Duty. If the Jaft, ‘tis 
an Argument your Cale is yet the better, for she Devil 
diflurbs no Body thas be is fecure of, but to thote that he’s 


Ove 


afraid of lofing, he makes good his old Charaéjer 
That be is a Lyar from the beginning. . 

3. That a Sente of the Difpleafure of God, and the 
hiding ef bis Face, isthe Cafe of many of his People ; fee 
the Example of the whole Church in Sclomon’s song. 
alfo in the Lamertations; and for particular Pertons. fee 
David, a Man atcer God's own Heart, and our Saujoup 
bimlelf upon the Crots. 

We might enlarge, but our general Defign, and the 
(mallne(s of our Paper denyes it, theretore we reter you to 
thofe places where the Remedies again] I: {pair are tully 
treated on, in The Prafice of Piety, The Whole Lug of 
Man, and The Supplement to the Morning Exercife, in Sep. 
mOn 24. 


Mr. Travetty, 
|' at any time Our An{wers are not fo fatisfaory as yoy 
could wifh, if you will, as diretted by cur Advertife. 
ment, mention in what particular, you fhall beve a tuller ig. 
tistaction im the Next Mercure. If this wont ju «, we 
further affure you, thas whatever Queftions you diflixe. rhof 
very Queftions fhill be all Anjwer'd a new by us ( com 
mon equity to our Queri{ts obliging us to it) and c+ our 
New Aniwers tothe [aid Questions, our Readers fail mees 
wth all the Obdiections jo jerd us, the beft of your 
Thoughts, and our Own Improvements thereon, that fo 
meeting with all together in one Paper, we may fave ‘em 
what Charges we can. - ~When our Project was firj 
fez on foot. there were nos half the Perfom: concern*d inks ag 
now are; and theretore afew flips then wer t Ye €rCue 
fable ) but now our SUCIeTV 3S Xt. OLIN [hak D2) With, 
out due Evtaynation and re general Con|{ nt fall cuncernd 
if jer allany Erroars thould icape our View 
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yep in & dine or two, well 

Next -TCUYV. me Fer pcs }u ther In 01 HAL jon 

De ty 
read our ‘ifement in Merc. 7. Vol. 2 


In ou 


ian that feac co vs this Week concern. 

py he has by bom, ui he Biings it tothe 

Coffre-iwuie it Finch lane next Mondays 

morning at 9 of the Clock, ne flial}] nave his Au 
iwer. 


D 
NU! olf, 


Advertifcinents. 


ops ve fol veing (as we told you in our firft Supplement ) 10 cive 
an Account of the Defigx and Scope of the moft cru. oe 
Books that fhall be Printra in ENGLANI as 
well ds in Forreign Parts ) we defire ali ibofe Gentiemcn wi - 
lifh any Book th.t deferves general Peru‘al, tha: 1 end tt 
torb. Raven in the Pov tre, a5 foom as Prinied, als theres 
of ready drawn up, and frall be inf ted ta our Next Supviement; 
The fame Promife we al,o mule to thoje Wiv snd anAyren 
ble Oblervations Or Ingenows Pavers, fit re Puilifh d 
Freating of Engin BoOxs, we hail not cortento.1 felves with give 
ing the bare Tities, as moft part of Sivliographers bave hitherte wun, 
but fhall briefly d-clave wtiet they contain, art what they may be 
uletul tor, whicv will ve of no finall Service to truf- tbat buy or 
perufe Books, jince they may bereby be Inform‘d what may be moft 
worthy their Reading c———- Our Supplenients will aljy b> Advane 
hityeous 10 thule w bo fhall under ake any Conliceral.¢ Wor.s, fince 
they may have Occafwn io publish their Defirn, dnd invic all Pere 
fons 10 Communicate ther Mapulcripts to te m, wrich will Conttie 
bute much te the Works they Undertake, and make ‘em toe more 
known. We fhall Print all Yur Supplements om the fame | aper with 
our Weekly Mercaries, that jo they may vind up wih iboms; and pall 
add the Contents ef em all to that Alpbabetical Table w 1 ave proe 
mistd at the end of every Tear, What Valuable —ngiifh Books, &e. 


are at amy time wanting im ome Supplement, foal be adacad in the 
next. 
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||| The Supplement to the fecond Volume of the Athenian Mer- 
cury, condining an Account of the Defign and Scope of she moft cone 
federable Books Printed in all Languages, oc. In this Supploment 
are An/wer'd many of the Queftions laiely feny us. Price 14 

»“» The Pretace, Index, and 12 Numbers thar compleai the firft 
18 Numbers of eur 2d, Volume were lately Publifbed all tog-ther a8 
12d. Price. Jn the fe Twelve Numbers, ( and in our Fi “ft Volume ) are 


alje An fwered many of the Qu: ftions lately {ni ws. Price One Shilling. 
both Sold at the Raven in the Poultrey. 


Lores Intelle@uales: Or Seleét Notions, Sentences and 
Obfervations, collected out of fevera] Authors, and 
made publick, efpecially for the ufe of Young Scholars en- 
tring into the Miniftry. By Matthew Barker Minifter of 
the Gotpel in London, Price bound 1 s, printed tor Fobn 
Dunton at the Raven in the Poulsrey. 
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